
 

 

Where Is Our Future? 

 

Dear Friends: 

When the courthouse monument was erected in 1911, the ostensible reason was to honor 

Confederate soldiers.  But it was common knowledge that Confederate symbols all across the 

South had another purpose:  To intimidate Black people, to warn them that even though the 

North won the war, white supremacists still controlled the South.  It was just another piece of 

Jim Crow culture to keep Blacks “in their place.”  And that was reinforced ten years later with a 

massive display of racism when 20,000 people jammed downtown to celebrate a Ku Klux Klan 

initiation. 

The vote Monday by the Commissioners Court serves exactly the same purpose.  The message is 

that if an egregiously racist symbol, sitting on the public Courthouse lawn (where the officials of 

that courthouse swear an oath to the Constitution, including the IV Amendment), offends Black 

people, that’s just too bad.  In a county where Black people represent less than 4% of the 

population, white people have the power and will wield it as they see fit, even if influenced by 

racist animus.  This is the very definition of Tyranny by the Majority.  And it is a perfect 

example of “structural racism”—where white people with power cannot understand anything 

except through their lens of generational whiteness. 

It’s not hard to see racism in our county.  I have seen it for 38 years.  The N word is not used in 

polite company anymore, but we know it is used all the same.  Try an all guys football watch 

party if you don’t believe me.  Racism is popular again, with open displays by white supremacist 

groups and racialized language an everyday occurrence from Washington. 

So, what I want to know is this:  where are those who say they are not racists?  We have had 

courageous acts of leadership from our Mayor, Council Members, the County Judge, and some 

supporters, but a lot of those who think racist symbols are bad for our community and its future 

have remained unseen and unheard.  Where are our churches and their members?  Does anyone 

doubt where Jesus would be standing today?  To be sure, not in the chambers of power, but 

outside with the scorned and powerless.  (Matthew 23: 23-24) 

The Commissioners Court has spoken.  But we as citizens and parents have a great question at 

hand:  Are we committed to moving our community forward toward a world envisioned by the 

Declaration of Independence and defended with the blood of our Medal of Honor heroes?  What 

Reagan called “the shining city on the hill?”  A world we want for our children and 

grandchildren?   Or will we surrender our community to the hymns of a by gone time, where race 

and sex and color determined who could participate and who could not, who was valued and who 

was ignored.    

 

Ron Underwood                

Gainesville, TX 


